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attention, either in the United Kingdom where the Chapter
intervention of Dominion judges in British appeals    __1
arouses no enthusiasm, or in the Dominions which
seem content to let matters stand, unless and until
abolition is preferred. Canada meantime has en-
couraged the presence of her judges from time to time
on the Council, and a Canadian judge sat on the im-
portant reference as to the right of the British Govern-
ment to appoint a member of the Boundary Tribunal
on the Irish boundary, in view of the refusal of the
Government of Northern Ireland to nominate a
member.
This power of reference is one of the semi-judicial
functions of the Council, which serves important ends.
The King may refer to it any matter at his discretion,
though, of course, the Council might point out that
the subject matter was not suited to such treat-
ment. Under this power have been decided important
boundary issues* such as that between Ontario and
Manitoba,2 and the contest between Canada and New-
foundland over Labrador.3 The issue between the
Legislative Council and the Assembly of Queensland as
to the power of the former over money bills was thus
pronounced upon.4 But the procedure is not available
when the issue is one which properly could be made the
subject of ordinary judicial proceedings, and the re-
ference in the case of the question of the ownership of
land in Southern Rhodesia5 was made because the
1  So also the question of the composition of the Irish Boundary Tri-
bunal in 1924. Of. Parl. Paper, Cmd. 2214. Questions under the con-
stitution of Northern Ireland can be referred to it under the Government
of Ireland Act, 1920, by the local Government.
2  Ontario Sess. Paper, 1885, No. 8.                      3 43 T.L.R. 289.
4 Queensland Money Bitts Case, Apr. 3,1886.        5 [1919] A.C. 211.